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1 JOHN 4. 1. 


' But try the Spirits whether they be 
of God. 
& 1, HERE are Mulcitudes of De- 


ceivers in thefe our laſt and 
| worſt Times, by way of Antidote unto whoſe 
Venom Theſe words. of S, Zohn are a good 
Proviſion, And however they are numerous, 
\ think -they. may fall under two cnn 
Heads. Some are fo credulous as to be- 
{ lieve every Spirit ; and ſome ſo Atheiſticall, 
as tO believe none at all, ' Both are Enemtes |; 
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'to Religion, though not Both alike. For 
chouzh the firſt are bad enough, the laſt are} 
| very much worſe. The firſt are Meteors in 


Religion, exprelſed ro us in Scripture by 
Clouds without water, .and wandring Stars ; 
tuch as are carried to and fro with every 
Wind of falſe Doftrine ; men {ſo unlearned 
and fo unſtable, fo in love with New Light, 
and ſo given to change, that not contented 
with one or two, ( though the beſt and ſoun- 
deſt, ) they heap up Teach:rs unto themſelves ; 


and by the Novelty of the Dottrine putring | 
an eſtimate or value on him that brings it, | 
they arecaftly made Proſelytes to every New | 


Prophet who next beſpeaks them ; little con- 
fidering with S. John, ( in the next words 
after my Text, ) that. there are many falſe 
Prophets ( many even in His Time, and 
many more (ure in ours, ) gone out into the 
World. The fecond-lort. of Enemies ( which 
are the worſt roo ) are: the Diſciples of the 
Book whiclr 1s calPd Leoiathan; the grea- 
relt Monſter in..alt:the World, excepting 
onely: the Authour of it, For if the pertetteſt : 


{ Definition of Man as Man, 1s to be. Animal 


AR —— 


EE_ 


Reli- 


NS AT SEERATe oa dbR ot. 


© Pal BT: 14 en gg*; — 
8 A ES he rats COneRLF Me a, 


 publickly to ſer up a School! of Atheiſm. For 


poſſible tor him to be,.) He mult be [nfi- 
nite , and- [ndiviſible ; 
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Religioſun , which ſtill includes Rationale, | 
and cherefore makes the moſt exa& Defi- | 
nition, ( as many great and good Wriers | 


have very rationally eſteem'd it; ), then He 
mult certainly be a *Monſler, morg properly 
then a Man, who is ſo deflitute of Reaſon, 
as wholly to be void of Religion too: And 
for any one to Teach, ( as the Monſter of| 


Malmesbury has been permirred to doe in| 


Print, ) that there 1s zo Spirit at all, or that 
there 1s no incorporeal Subſtance, .C.two Ex- 
preſlions.of the ſame Thing,) what 1s it bur 
to pluck up all Religion by the Root ? 'Tis 


God (it any thing) 5a Spirit ;. not for This 
reaſon onely ,. becauſe. our Apoltle S. Zobn 
afarms 1t, ( whom the Hobbifts will not be- 
lieve;) but for this ozher reaſon alſo, (which 
even our Hobbifis cannot burt yield to,) that, 
ſuppoting a God there is, ( orchat cis but 


. and yer, we know, 
He can be neither, if He is any way Corpo- 
real. For All Corporeal things have Parts, 


and ſo by conlequenee. are divifble, and fo 
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| by conſequence are finite, And for God to 
| be finite, or diviſible, is for God not to be 


God; the worſt and grofleſt of Coatradic- 
tions. From whence it follows unavoida- 
bly, that for any one to teach, and to teach 
in publick, ( not publickly from the Pulpit, 
but much more publickly from the Preſs, ) 


that an Incorporeal Subſtance is 'in it (elf a 


Contradifion, ( the Poſitive DoJrine of the 
* Leviathan,) is publickly to open a School 
of Atheiſm : It being publickly to teach 
There is no Spirit, and (by a Conſequence 
unavoidable ) There is no God, For every 
thing that is, is either an Accident, or a 
Subſtance. ( What 18 neither, 1s not.) And 
every Subſtance (a ncbler ſort of Being then 
any Accident can be ) 1s either Corporeal, or 
Incorporeal. That denominates a Body, and 
This a Spirit, To fay that God 1s the for- 
mer, implies the hotrrideſt Contradidion ; 
( as hath been ſhewn; ) and fo He muſt be 
the latter, by undeniable Conſecution. To 
lay, He is not a Spirit, or not an Immaterial 
Subſtance, 1s neither better nor worſe then 
to ſay, He is not. It is to ſay, Zhere #5 no ſuch 
Thing. Sg 2. A- 
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2. Againſt the dangerous Contagion! 
of the premiſed two Extremes, S. Fohn in 
this Text has timely g1ven us Two Caneats ; 
one expreſsd, and another imply'd. Firlt, 
'tis expreſs'd in plain terms, that, ſeeing | 
many falſe Prophets ( or falſe Pretenders to: 
the Spirit) are gone out into the World, we\ 
are bound, for that Reafon, nct to believe 
Every. Spirit. Next, 'tis as evidently im- 
plyd, (as If it were expreſſed in wards at 
length, ) that though Many Prophets are 
Falſe, we muſt. not thence reckon that None 
are True : as though many Lines are crooked, 
we mult not thence: argue that none are 
flrait ; ſeeing every crooked Line muſt needs 
preſuppole and imply a firait one. Nor}. 
may we ſotriſhly disbelieve the Spirit. of Ho- | 
lineſs and Truth, for fear of believing with 
coo much eaſe a Spirit - of Errour and Un- 
cleanneſs. But as my Text is in the middle 
between an important Dehortation, [ Believe 
not every Spirit, | and as important a Reaſon 
of ir, [ for many falſe Prophets are gone out 
into the World: | fo our Courſe is to be 
| ſteer d in a middle way ,. betwixt:the Scylla! 
of 
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] of Credulity, and the Charybdis of Unbelief. 
|-We-muſt examin all Pretenders, and try of | 
] whar fort they are. We muſt get a Lapis 
Lydius, whereby to learn che true difference 
betwixt, the two ſorts of Spirits in the fixt 
Verſe of this Chapter, the Spirit of Truth, 
and.the Spirit of Errour ; or, (to expreſs| 
ic without the Metonymie which our Apoſtle 
here uſeth, ) betwixt a True, and Falſe Pro- 
phet ; betwixt *a man of God, and a * Vreamer 
of Dreams ; betwixt a Theopneuſt, and a De-| 
moniack ; betwixt a reall Poſſe/ſor of Divine 
Revelations, and a phantaſtick Pretender to, 
them. For as there were Prophets in the 
| 014 Teſtament, both 7rue and Þ alſe, 1o are 
| there alſo in the *New, As there were Spi- 
rits under the Law, too many to be g90d, 
ſo there are alſo under. the Goſpel. There 
| was in That a familiar Spirit, ( Lev. 20.27. ) 
| a lying Spirit, (1 Niing.22. 22.) and a Spirit. 
]of Perverſeneſs, (Iſa. 19. 14, ) There is in 
| This a foul Spirit, a deaf and dumb Spirit, 
(Mar. 9.25.) a Spirit of Errour and of De- 
luſion, (2 Theſſ. 2.11, 1 Fob. 4.6.) a Spirit 
of Slumber, ( Rcm. xn. 86, ) Still the more, 
| | and. 


4 


————__@ = 


FE 


before we Traſt them. 


——————— 


and the - worſe the unclean Spirits are, the 
greater need we haye to Try them. And though 
there are alſo as many Good Spirits, as there 
are Angels who never fell; yet all their Good- 
neſs 1s but derivative; trom the one Spirit of 
God, who 1s God the Spirit, To Hin are 
aſcribed the famous Gifts, 1 Cor.12, 4. And 


amonelt all the ſeverall Gifts wrought by one 
and the ſame Spirit, the Diſcerning of Spirits 
is worthily reckon'd to be a chief, (Cv. 10._) 
Which Gift of INſcerning 'rwixt good and | 
bad Spirits, ( as all the reſt, ) The Spirit of | 
God divides to every man ſeverally 2s He will, | 
Cv.11._) to ſomeinapreater, and to ſome | 
lin a leJer meaſure.. And inthis Gift S, Pe- 


ter did very mneh excetl S. Philip, ( For fo 
is obvious to colle&t from the 8th, of the 
Ads, by comparing the « 3th, with the 23%, 
verſe.) 
3. Now whatever can be meant by the 
Subjefts of Triall we are to make, © whether 


'Churches or Church-men, whether Prophe- 
cies or Prophets , whether Doirins or Doc- 


cors, whether Inſpirations or men Infpir'd, 
or every one of theſe equally ; however dif- 
ferent they may -be, or inconſiſtent with one 


another ; *cis plain chey Al} pretend alike 
B 
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2, 3, 43 
6, 8; Ce. 


| and which Dottrins are right or wrong, ) 


| Enthu. 


' unto the ſame Spirit of God, And theretore 
Sounders, Try and prove them, ( lays our 
Apoſtle, ) whether they are what they pre- 
tend : whether really chey are Gold, or do} | 
but eminently glifter + whether they ſpeak| | 
by Commiſſtecn, and as the Oracles of God, or 
onely run ere they are ſent, inſpir'd by Ava- 
rice, and Ambition, and by the Impulſe of 
the Devil : whether they teach the found| 
Dofrins of Chriſfs Apoſtles and of his 
Church, whoſe Faith and, Dodtrins we are} | 
to follow ; or are but ſome of the fooliſh Pro-| | 
phets (in the 13%, of Ezekiel ) who follow| | 
their. own Spirit , and propheſie out of their | 
own Hearts; are like the Foxes in the De- 
farts, have ſpoken Vanity, and ſeen Lies, ſay-| 
ing, The Lord ſaith, and the Lord hath not | 
ſent them, \n any caſe we mult try them, of| 
what ſort they are. Tan. 

. Nor muſt we onely try 7hem ; but| 
wemult alſo try the Rule by which they All|. 
are to be zried, For ſeverall eſis and Rules 
of Triall ( who are. true or. Falſe Teacbers, 


bh Ab Danny non EO, 55 


have been lately ſet.up to the hurt of Souls, 
by the Zo ſorts of Enemies whereof I ſpake 
| in the beginning ; to wit, the Pretenders to 
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| Enthuſiaſm, and the Diſciples ,of the Levia- 
than. The firſt of theſe will allow of no other 
Teſt, than the Sturdineſs and Strength of their 
own Perſwafion, which 1c 1s their will and 
pleaſure to call 7he Teſtimony within them. 
And by running in a Circle they grow lo 
giddy, that the longer we GC atecbize, the more 
we loſe them. And*tis worthy to be obſerv'd, 
how they wreſt and miſapply the Word of Life 
ro their Deſtrudion. For, If we ask how 
{they know they have a Teſtimony wichin 
chem from God the Holy Ghoſt ; We know it 
( ſay they) by Thbz, that * God hath given 
us of his Spirit. If we ask how they [ow 
chat He- hath given them of his Spirit ; We 
know it, (they ſay ) by This, that *we cannot 
fin. If weask how they know that they can- 
not fin ; their Anſwer is, * We are born of God. 
If we ask how they know This ; We know it, 
( they will anſwer ) becauſe we have * anew 
Name given us, which no man knows but He 
that hath it, If we ask how they know of a 
new Name given them ; they will anſwer, We 
know it by that * Spirit which dwelleth in us, 
If weask how they know the Spirit of Truth 
from the Spirit of Errour ; their Anſwer is 
{til ar hand, (and (till out of the Scriptures,) 

B 2 He 


* x Joh.3. 9. 


* Ibid, 


# rJoh. 4.13, 


F Rev.2. I7, 


*Rom.8.11; 
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ver. 9. 


| Leviath. 
9.36. 169, 


| 


| 
'Thid.p. 232, 


. [He that knoweth God heareth us, and he that 


| He that believeth (they will tay) hath the 


Ino better Te$F of true and falſe Prophers, or| 


75 not of God beareth not vs, If weask them 
tor a Witneſs whereby to prove it ; *The Spirit 
(their Anſwer 1s ) beareth witnefs with our 
Spirits, If we bid themproduce their Wirnets ; 


witneſs in himſelf, It we call for any Witneſs 
of men ; they tell us, The Witneſs of God 5s 
greater. Thus they argue by their Crrcular | 
and Identical way of diſcourſe, [ They have 
the Holy Spirit of God, becauſe they are ( for-| 
ſaoth) aſſured ; and aJured of it they are, be-| 
cauſe of the Spirit which. dwelleth in them, } 
So ftrongly does the Spirit of Perverſeneſs| 
(hew: it felf in ſuch as are delivered up to be-| 
lieve a Lie, ( Forthat is ſometimes the caſe, | 
2 Theſſ. 2, 61.) 
.. The other Enemies of Religion, -( who are| 
withall by much the worſt, ) in a deriſzon and} 
contempt of ſupernatural Revelation,will have 


of right and. wrong Doftrins, than the War- 
ranty and Allowance of the Sovereign Powers, 
in every Aingdom and Commonwealth ,. of 
whatſoever Denommation: throughout the 
(world. Which Pofition of the Leviathan, 


iC fetcht as 'tis from Zaponia, and there from 


the 
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the Sed of the Zenxuant ) 1s fo prodigiouſly 
abſurd, that ic either makes no difjerence 
"cwixc Right and Frong, and infers True and 
Falſe to be a couple of empty words, (which 
fignifie nothing, or the ſame thing, the Will 
and Pleaſure of the Prince; ) or <lle infers 
this Contradiction, that the ſame Things and 
Perſons are in ſeverall Times and Places both 
True and Falſe. So that according to This 
| Yofirion, the Chriſtian Religion was. a fal/c 
one under all the Heathen Emperours, who 
did publickly prohibit the Teaching of i ; 
yet a molt zrue one under Conſtantine fur- 
.nantd the Great, and under all the following 


Taught. Zeſus C briſt (with Mr, Hobbs) muſt 
have been a falſe Prophet, as not approved of 
by Herod and the 7 hen-Emperour of Rome ; 
whilſt Mahomed muſt bea true one, becauſe 
allow'd by the great Sultan, ſupreme Gover- 
nour of the 7urks. 
the Prince being ſet up by That Monſter. as 
the ſole Touchſtone, or Criterion, whereby a 


try'd. None (ſays He) but a Sovereign in a 
C briſtian Commonwealth, can take notice what 


Emperours, who ftridtly commanded it to be| 


The Will and: Pleaſure of | 
Prophet., or a DoGirin, or a Religion 1s to be] 


is, or what 3s not theWord of God, A greater | 
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Deut,13-1,2; 
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power than is aſcribed by the Zeſuites them 
ſelves, either to the Biſhop or Church of Rome : 
a power to abrogate theo/d, and (as often as 
he will > to make a zew Canon of Scripture, 
or none at all, 

& 5. Had ſuch Seducers of the people 
appear'd in publick among the Zews, a pre- 


| ſent:-Death without Mercy had been inflited 


as the wages of Their Iniquity. (Dent. 13. 5. 
and ch. 18,9, 20.) The Setters forth of .new 
Dodrins in that Moſaical Diſpenſation 
could not eſcape their publick, Trials in the 
Great Parliament of {ſrael they calld The 
Sanedrim ; and were condemn'd as falſe Tea- 
chers,cither to be ſtrang'd, or flor?d to death. 
Yea, though they had ſhewn Signs and Won-, 
ders, and though their Signs came to paſs too, | 
yet could it not exempt them from ſuffering 


| Death, in caſe they tended to ſeduce the filly 


Admirers of their Wonders to worſhip 1dols, 
or any other way to enervate the Law of Mo- 


|/es : which none could be allow'd to doe, and 


yet be thought a Zrue Prophet, unleſs he could 
doe as real Miracles as Moſes, and give as| 
cogent Demonſirations as Moſes had given, of 
his having been inſpired and ſent by God. 
There'ore None but the Meſſsas, who out-did 
Moſes, 
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| Mofes, and that as well in point of Miracle, as 
{in Holineſs of Life, and in illuſtrating or com- 
pleating the whole Moral Law, could lawfully 
aboliſh the Ceremonial, Yea even Thoſe Di- 

| vine Prophets or Men of God ( as they were 
\ |calfd ) who (till aferted the-Law of Moſes, 
and diſſwaded men with vehemence from 
[dolarry and Schiſm, were fain to prove they 
were of Godby unfeigned Miracles. By ſuch 
a Real Miracle of the anonymous Prophet at 
Bethel, Zeroboam's Hind was dry'd up, and 
reſtored to him. By ſucha Miracle of Elyab, 
the Fire of the Lord fell down fron Heaven, 
and conſum'd the Burnt-facrifice, together 
with the Alcar on which-iclay. Whereby che 
People were incensd againſt the falſe Prophets 
of Baal, and preſently /lew them all as Cheats 


Eliſha, even Naaman an Idolater was ſud- 
denly cleanſed from his Leprofte, and convin- 
ced of Zebovah's being the onely true God. 
By-the like unfeigned Miracles, Moſes battled 


Andifthe Proghers Ther had need of ſhewing 
many and great Miracles, to prove the Truth 
of That Religion which: the [ſraelites were 
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by the River Kiſhon. By ſuch a Miracle of 


all che /ying ones of the Sorcerers in gypt.| 


then in Poſfellion of-; How much a greater | 


x King. 13; 
4,6. 


x King. 18. | 
38, 40. 
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need of Miracles ſhould our Seducers ſtand in, 
whereby to make us leave our 01, and where. 
with to draw us on to their New Beliefs ? That 
Dodrin '( for example ) of Zeſs Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, [ that we mult obey them who have 
the Rule over us, and that we mult ſubmit our 
ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the Lord's 
ſake, ] was confirmed by greater Miracles 
any greater can be_) then Moſes and the Pro- 
phets confirm'd theirs by. And by Conſe- 
quence, if our Pretenders to ſupernatural 1]- 
lumination will have us adhere to their New 
Dofirin , | that we mult not ſubmit to every 
Ordinance of man, but rebell againſt them ; nor 
obey, but refiſt ſuch as have the Rule over us ; 
nor do any thing in Religion with any Decency 
or Order, but all as rudely and as confuſedly as 
we can, | they muſt per{wade us by greater 

Miracles than thoſe of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
| whom we believe. 
to convince 5 of Errour in Life and Doc- 
rin, ( as Moſes did Corah and all his Sepa- 
ratiſt-Relations,) by commanding the Earth 
| to open, and to ſwallow uggyp,quick : or 
ſtrike us dead without'a blow, (juſt as Peter 
| did Ananias,) for our uſutping That Autho- 


Frity to preach God's Word, which our Schiſ- 
| maticks 


"_ 


(if 


Art leaſt they muſt be able | 
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maticks and Enthuſiaſts of each Extreme are wont 
to arrogate as a Right belonging one y to them- 
ſelves. But (God knows ) we have too many, | 
who need no working of Signs and Wonders to de- | 
ceive them : ſo very fond they are of Wovelties | 
in Religion it (elf, that they are often drawn from | 
ic without a Miracle, Yea, it the True Prophet 
from Zudah could ſuffer himſelf to be deceiv'd by | 
the cunning Falſe Prophet who dwelt in Bethel, 
(1 Hing. 13. 18,) for which (notthe Falſe, but) 
the Zrxe Prophet was /lain; (Cv. 24.) how apt 
are others to be deceiv'd who are no Prophets at 
all 2 Very great need therefore we have, to 7ry 
Pretenders to the Spirit, before we 7ruſt them , 
whether or nothey have indeeda Prophetick Spi- 
rit ; and whether they ſpeak the mind: of God 
by any Immediate Revelation, | — 
& 6, A general Rule whereby to try them 
( though *tis particularly apply'd ) S. Zohn ſets 
down in the next verſe after my Text ; Hereby 
know ye the Spirit of God, Every Spirit which 
confeſſeth that Feſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is 
of God. A Text whole pithy Brevity makes it 
difficult and obſcure, and ſo it ſtands in ſome 
need of an Explication, I take its meaning to be 
This, Every Spirit which confeſeth, or every 
Pretender who owns our Saviour, not onely by 
word 


dh. 
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[word of Mouth, but in Life and Praflice, and from 
| the Heart, both as Zeſ#s a Saviour, and as Cbriſft 


a fling too; Every one who does own him as well 
by his Faith, as his Confeſſton, and as well by his 
Obedience, as by his Faith, to be the onely true 
Shiloh that was to come; Every one who does 
own him to be come in the Fleſh too, not onely 
in his Divine, but in his Humane Narure alſo, 
which Cerinthus and Ebion and Simon Magus did 
deny; ( unf6 whom in particulars, Fobr alludes 
in this place ;) laſtly,Every one who owns him in 
his £xinanition, in his moſt deſpicable Condition, 
which 'madehis' Friends to fly from him, and Pe- 
ter himfelf to difavow him; Everyone. who does 
own him'in his tremendous Crucifixion, his Death, 
and Burial, and confefſeth him even ſo to be * the 


Son of the living God, ot God manifeſt inthe Flgh, 
'Tis plain that every ſuch Spirit muſt be conelu- 
ded to be of God. 


So that if any ſhall here objef againſt S. Zohr's | 


Rule of Triall, tharmany Hereticks and Schiſma- 
ticks do confeſs Feſus Chrift to be come tn the Fleſh, 
who notwithſtanding are of the Devil, and nt of 
God; Two. Anſwers areto be given for the Ob- 
jetor's behoof and ſatisfa$ion.; one from Eftizs, 


{and another from 7irinus. ( Though the Sub- 
/ ſtance of them Both I have anticipated already, ) 
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| Eftins anſwers, that S. 7obn did dire This Rule "0 


[againſt the Herericks of his own Times, who de- 
| | ated Feſus Chrift to bave come in the Fleſh: and 
| | ſuch were thoſe Three whom I nan'd a little be-' 
* | fore. Which Anſwer is indeed good, but not ſuf- | 
* |ficient. Tirinus therefore adds fitly, that by our. 
* ÞConfeſſing Feſus Chriſt to have come in the Fleſh, is 
| |meantour Confeſling and Believing ( to wit, our 
| |pradlical Believing ) that eſs Chriſt is the Meſ- 
' |{zas; both a Sawiour and a Prince, ( as 5. Peter 
| [calls him,) who gives Repentance unto [[rael, and 
Forgiveneſs of fins. Not Forgiveneſs without Re- 
| penrance, nor Forgiveneſs before Repentance ; 
but Repentance in the firſt place, and Forgiveneſs 
in the ſecond, In which very order, both of Dig- 
| nity and Nature, S. Peter had exhorted to Both 
before, ( ch. 3.v.19.) Repent, and be converted, 

that your Sins may be blotted out, when the times 
of refreſhing ſhall come from the preſence of the 
Lord, And all fincere Repentance implies Obe- 
dience, as the ſame 5. Peter argues, Ad, 5.32. 
This Anſwer .1s very good and ſufficient too, un- 
leſs, by being too ſhort, it may be alſo too obſcure, 
| | or not ſufficiently perſpicuous- to ſome of the | 
| || floweſt apprehenſions ; for which defe& in the 
| | next place I ſhall endeavour to make amends, 
' & 7. And becauſe where the Touchſtone ir 
C 2 {elf 
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(elf is Falſe, all forts of Trial muſt needs be foo- 
liſh; Therefore Pretenders to the Spirit are to be | | 
tryd by ſuch a Touchſtone, as needeth nor it ſelf} | 
Another Touchſtone for its 7rial. And ſuch a| | 


| Touchſtone is to be taken out..of thoſe plaineſt 


Places of Scripture, whoſe ſenſe and meaning is 
agreed on even by men of All Zudgements ; Texts 
deliver'd in ſuch clear and univocal Terms, that 
oppoſite Parties do apprehend them in the wery 
fame way; And as they never have been yet, fo 
they never can be matter of any Cav1/, or Diſpute, 
And becaule I pretend not to teach my Fellow- 
Teachers, or ſuch as need not to be thus raught, | | 
( though the moſt knowing may not diſdain to be 

put in remembrance of what they know,) but onely 
the /pnorant and the Unſtable, who (for want of 
due Anowledge, or of ſufficient Conſideration,) are 
like C louds without water, carried about of Winds, 
( as S. Zude deſcribes them ; ) I ſhall be carefull 


that every Part of the Zeſt or Criterion 1 am to 


' give, may be ſhort, and yet eaſte, and (I hope ) 
without all Queſtion. 


The ſeveral Parts of the 
Touchſtone will be no fewer than 6 or 7. Nor are 
the Spirits to be tryd by any one or two of them, 
but by A411 put together, whether or no they are of 
God. | 

Firſt, The Spirit that is of God is the Spirit 


] 
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of Truth. And therefore if any man, who is out- | 


wardly of a ſeeming good Life, 1s yet of very ill 
Fudgement in Fundamentals, in Points efential 
to Chriſtianity, as in the Dofrin of Obedience to 


every Ordinance of Man, to the Higher Powers, to 


Them that have the Rule over us, and do watch for. 
our Souls ; (a Dodrin running 1n a Vein through- 
out the Body of the Goſpel, and eflentially belon- 
oing to All Religion;) eſpecially if he aſcribes to 
a /infull man (not to tay, The Manof Sin,) That 
Incommunicable Attribute of God himſelf, [ nfal- 
libility,] and gives to every Prieſt the Privilege to 
doe a much greater Miracle than ere was done by 


| Chriſt Himſelf, fo far forth to tranſubſtanciate a 


1ece of Bread, as firit to: make his own Sayiour, 
and then to eat him ; He muſt needs be misinſtruc- 
red by the Spirit of Errour and Faſcination, the 
Spiric with which he is bewitch'd,, ( as S. Paul 
ſpeaks to the Galatians,) let his outward Conver- 
ation be what it will, let his viſible Courſe of life 
be never ſo plauſible, or ſevere. 
Next, The Spirit that 1s of God is the Spirit of 
Holineſs and Purity, a5;well as Truth, And there- 
fore if any man, who is Orthodox, is at the ſame 


time Diſhoneſt, of ſome good Opinions , but ewil | 
Pradtice, does hold the Truth, but inunrighteouſ- | 


neſs ; eſpecially if he takes upon him (by That Vi- 
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Rom. 13. I. | 


Heb. 13. 37. | 
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| wherein the Unity of the Spirit #5 to be kept, and 
{| ſhall crumble Religion inco as many ſmall Par- 


| berty to ſuggelt ; eſpecially if they thall labour to 


| ving them from their Oaths of Chriſtian Obedi- 

enceand Fidelity,or by inſtruQing them to ſwear, 
]witha Deſign to be forſworn; They are miſs-led by 
That Spirit whoſe Name 1s Legion,even the Spirit | | 


per of Morality and all Religion, the Zeſwites Doc. 
trine of * Probability) not onely co allow,but to in- 
courage and abett the grofleſt Villanies in the 
World, (without exception ; ) He 1s not ſea{on'd 
by the Holy, bur the * Unclean __ his Ortho- 
doxie of judgement, as to ſome Fundamentals, be 
what it can. An honeſt Heathen is not ſo bad as a 
Chriſtian Knave. 


Thirdly, The Spirit that is of God is Þ the Spi-| | 
rit of Unity and Love. And therefore if any ſort of | | 
| men ſhall cake upon them to be Reformers by ma- | | 


king Schiſm, by diffolving the Bond of Peace, 


cells, as the Caprices of Jdle men ſhall have the lt. 


ſeparate Subjects from their Sovereign, by abſol- 


of Diviſion, That ol4 and cunning Serpent which 
deceiveth the wbole World. 

Fourthly, The Spiric thatis of God is the Spi- 
rit of Meekneſs and of Order. And therefore it any 


deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak evil of Dignities, and. | 


in pretenſe of being the Meck. ones who are by 
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levelling with their Feet, whatſoever (according 
to God's ſpecial Providence) does overtop them 
by Head and Shoulders ; eſpecially if they pre- 
ſume to place the fingle Biſhop of Rome above Ge- 
neral Councils, inveſt him with a Power to excom- 
municate Kings,and ſubvert whole Kingdoms,and 
make the People hope to Merit by the moſt pro- 


| digious Murthers ; They muſt be led by That Spi- 


rit, which is called 7he Angel of the Bottomleſs 
Pit, Abaddon, and Amon, that is, Deſtroyer ; even 
the Spirit which is flill working in the Children of 
Diſabedience. ek 
Fiftly, The Spirit that is of God is the Spirit 
of Sincerity, induing All whom He inhabits with 
an abſolute Simplicity and Singlenefſs of Heart.And 
therefore They who do.hold up their Left hand to 
God, but their Right againſt their Governours ;| 


Atheiſm in their Lives; hating Idols from-the 


Teeth ontwards,. but Joving 'Secriledge from the 
Heart 3 crying down Superftition, but preaching 


againlt the Prelates, but ever voting up the-Papacy | 


the: 


right of Promiſe to inherit the Earth, demurely 
cread upon Crowns and Crofters, and love to be| 


” os 
p, 


having Godlineſs in their Profeſſion, but pradtical | 


| |up the Creature-comforts'flowing from -Plander,!| 
| {which they call providence; declaring with: zeal || 
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the Seltaries who are not of their Denomination, 


but breaking down the Hedge of Diſcipline where- 
by the Herds are to be kept trom God's Incloſure ; 
eſpecially They who have Invented the Art of X. 


| quivocating and Cheating, the Art of Swearing 


any thing ſafely, by mental Exceptions and Reſer- 
vations,the Art of Couzenage by the Contra they 


call Mohatra, and the like ; muſt needs be ated 


by that Spirit whom the Scripture has expreſſed 
by the Father of Lies, even the Spirit of Hypocriſte, 
That black Prince of Darkneſs, which transforms 
himſelf with eale into an Angel of light. 

Sixtly , The Spirit rhat 1s of God is the Spirit 
of Knowledge, and Wiſedom, and Underſtanding. 


And therefore if any man cites Scripture againſt 


wanders into the wrong way, even by That very 
Word which does dire& him into the Right one; 
eſpecially if he levells the Canon of Scripture with 
the Apocrypha, and makes the Pure Word of God to 


comes * of none effe; it men ſo learned, and fo 
acute, and ſo ſfagacious as the Zeſuites, after all the 
heinous things they have done and taught, are {0 


| far from diſcerning what Spirit they are of, that 
| they utterly miſtake an Evi/Spirit for a Good one; || 
| a Spirit from Hell, tor one from Heaven ; the Spirir 


the whole Tenor and Stream of Scripture, and | | 


truckle humbly under Tradition, whereby it be- || 
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which reigns in the Court of Rome, tor the Spiric 
which guides in the Church of England; it they 


Zeſus quite againſt che Lord Chriſt, and make the 
Chriſtian Religion the greateſt Tranſpreſſun of It- 
ſelf (which moves the Zanſeniſts to call them The 
Antichriſtian Society ; ) it they can take it for the 
Comble of Chriſtian Merit and- Perfettion, to e- 
ſpouſe and pur in pradtice this Turkiſh Maxime, 
that Religion is ro be propagated (where tis pol- 
fibleJby the Sword ; They mult needs be poſleſs'd 
by the Spirit of Slumber the Spirit of dead Sleep,the 
God of this World which blindeth the mind: tor lo 
the Devil 1s once call'd, 2 Cor, 4. 4. | 
What I have thus drawn our at /ength,our Bleſ- 
ſed Lord does wind up into This ſhort Bottom, 
( Match. 7.20,) Te ſhall know them by their Pruits, 
But the Fruits of That Spirit that #s of God are rec- 
kon'd up-by S.Paulto be ſuch as Thele; Love, Foy, 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentlene(s, Meekneſs, Good- 
neſs,and the like. And therefore They who,in ſtead 
of loving Enemies, do perſecute and oppreſs the 
myſtical Members of the ſame Body whereof Chrift 
is the Head; wholay the Croſs of Christ Zeſus on 
Chriſtian Shoulders, robbing one of a Living, a- 
nother of a Liberty, a third ofa Life; and this for 
no other Crime than being conſtantly Conſcientious, 


can think it the Top of Piery,ro advance the Lord | 


Rom.11.8. 


Iſa, 29. IO, 


| Gal-5.22,23- | 


and 


| 
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| ( and very real Friends to All, becaule the Flat- 
terers of N,ne, though able to injure, or to oblipe 
them ; ) muſt needs be managed by That carnal 
and unclean Spirit, wiich makes them ſo fruitfull} | 


as Hatred, Variance, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, He-} | 
refies, and the like, | | 

$8. Now if All theſe Particulars be laid to-} | 
gether in our minds, I ſuppoſe we have a Zouch-| | 
ſtone to Try the Spirits of Pretenders,whether or no| | 
they are of God; and ſuch a Touchſtone,as needs 


ſuch as know not how toaſe it,we ſhall doe well to] 
cake notice of one Rule more in the uſing of ir.For, | 
conſidering how many *Vices do too much border | 
'and confine upon ſeveral Vertues, and how many 
| Lies are more plauſible to fleſh and bloud than ma- 
ny Truths ; and hardly any thing can be ſo falſe, 
but may liave Colours and Probabilities to ſet it 
off; ( being neatly laid on by men .1ngentouſly 
wicked ; ) and chat a mulcicude of /znaro's do of-| 
ten ſwallow the grofſeſt Errours, ( preſented to 
- |them 1n the Uiſguiſe of the greatelt 7] ruths ,) by 
nor diſtinguithing Words ( as they ought ) from 
Things, and blending one thing with another, and| | 
taking them down all at once, without any maſtz- | 

| cating | | 


—— 
—— — rad 


and ſo abounding in the works of tbe Fleſb : ſuch} | 


not it ſelf another Touchſtone to be Try'd by. But} | 
becaule the beſt. Touchſtone 1s nothing worth to| | 


| | .| well with the main or general current of their 
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cating Or chewing ; 11ay, tor This reaſon, we muſt 
nat paſs our laſt Fudgement upen Pretenders to 
che Spiric,untili we have made our ſelves acquain- 
ted as well with cheir Hab:ts.as with their As ; as 


Lives,as wich the meer conduct and carrying-on of 
cheir Deſigns ; with the Means they make uſe of,as 
well 2s with the End chey pretend to ainat; with 
che Building which 1s ereed, as well as with the 
Scaffold by whicttis ra#s'd; with Al[ their Actions 
in a lump, as well as wich the moſt ſpecious and fai- 
reft of them. And when This 1s done throughly, 
Then ler the Hypocrites and Impoſtors be what 
they will, let the Forms of Godlineſs and the Feg- 
tures of Religion be never (o artificially and neat- 
ly drawn, let the Colours be laid on with never ſo 
delicate a Pencill, and ler that Pencill alſo be ma. 
naged with never ſo exquiſite Addreſs ; *twill be 
moſt eafze to find the difference between the PiFure 
and the Life, Let Zeuxzs his lively Grapes be never 
ſo apt to deceive the Bird;, yet the Deadneſs of 
his Boy will unfold the C heat. 

& 9. The very Truth of it is, We ſhould be -- 
terly unexcuſable, if we ſhould fall into the Snare o 
The certain men among us crept in unawares,of el- 
cher ſort, becauſe their Arts of deceliving are gr9} 
and obyioxs ; fit toinfatuate Underſtandings of the 
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{ of Epheſus, what 1n That very Hour was done at 


| loweſt ſize onely,and ſuch as are willing to be delu- 
ded. There were Counterfeits in the molt primitive 
and pureſt Times of the Church, who were brave 
Cheats indeed; who, befides their Form of Godlineſs, 
beſides their Praying and their Preaching, could 
alfo ſer forth themſelves by Signs and Wonders.The 
Devil had taught them Thar (ubcil Trick of tran/- | | 
forming themſelves into Angels of light ; and ſo of | | 
deceiving (if it were poſſible) the very Elefi, Such | | 
were Bar chochebas, Apollonius, and Simon Magus. 
Whereof che Firſt had got a faculty even of yomi- 
ting flames of Fire ; the Second could tell the men 


Rome; the Third (like a Cher#b) could fly abroad 
into the Air, So that They had ſome kind of Colour 
for their giving out themſelves to be the Meſſen- | | 
gers of Heaven,ſome Pretences tor their Broaching | | 


might fem at leaſt to ſhort Reaſons to have been g1- 
ven them from Above. And to becouzen'd by ſuch 
as Theſe, were a more tolerable Inficmity ; a Credu- | | 
lity more to be p:tied, and very much more (rather | | 


| chan /ejs) to be pardon'd alſo. The Magicians allo | | 


in /gypt were ſuch admirable Deceivers, that 


They were able ( as-well as Aaron) to turn their 


Rods into Serpents,and their Slime into & rogs and | | 


thelr | | 


—h—C 


a New Theology to the People ; becauſe their Coun- | | | 
| | teifeited Miracles, however derived from below, | | 


CO — dt va Eo OI En en 


| | ment, ( wherein the Magicians grew eminent 
' |[chrough the Afſiftance of the Devil ; ) If Aaron's 
/ | Rod at laſt had not ſwallow up Their Rods, and 


| 


| | very much Induſtry , but with very ſmall Wit ; 


I 


| | Tanto. Whereas our modern Enthuſtaſis,or Preten- 


| ders to Revelation, and to a Teſtimony within them | 
' from God the Holy Ghoſt, are not fo much as good 


' 
! 


g 
| 


| 
| 


| than he diſcovers them to be His, They-being ſo far 
| from being indow'd with extraordinary Gifts, 


a We 
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their Waters into Bloud. So as if Moſes and Aaron 
(through God'sAfliſtance)had not publickly con- 
vited them of downright Sorcery and Inchant-- 


rurn'd the Duſt into Lice through all the Land,w® 
the Magicians could not doe,but confeiled (to their 
own (hame)chat The finger of God was in it; Laſtly, 
if Moſes had not ſmitten the very Sorcerers them- 
ſelves (as well as the reſt of the Agyptians) with 
Boyls and Blains, infomuch that the Magicians 
could not ſtand before Moſes ; They had had a 
ſhrewd Advantage in the deceiving of the People, 
and the People fo deceiv'd had been exculſable 2 


Fugglers ; They are weefull Ilmpoſtors, and ſally 
Cheats ; ſuch as Satan indeed has furniſhed with 


whereby He does nor more {trongly Zempt: chem, 


whereby te prove to. us an extraordinary Commiſ- 


fron; lo far from ſetting out themſelves by Signs 


and Wond:rs, ( like thoſe Primitive Dtceivers of 


| 


D 3 whom 
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whom our Saviour gave all his Diſciples Warning, 
(in the 24, of S. Matthew,) 'or like Thoſe of 
whom Moſes forewarn'd His People,(in the 1 3,of 
Deuteronomy; that they come ſhort of molt men of 
the Church of England, even in Thoſe very ings 


wherein they would be thought eminent. The one 


obey their Governors for Conſcience ſake, (which 1s 


one ſpecial Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, ) as to ſpeak || 


with new Tongues, ©r to raiſe the Dead. 

$ 1e. Now ifthoſe Exquiſite Pretenders,in the 
Infancy of the Goſpel, Barchochebas a Few, and A- 
pollonius Thane an arrant Heathen,Simon Magus, 
Menander Baſilides.and the like, who by Profeſſton 
at. leaſt were Chriſtians , were not Then to be be- 


liev'd, notwithſtanding their chantment and |. 


Magick-miracles; It a falſe Prophet under the Law, 
who led the People into New Errours, (as Vincen- 
tins 


al 
Gifts of the Spirit which they pretend to, ate but || 
| Praying and Preaching; in their Performances of || 
which they ſgnalize themſelves by Nothing ; or at || 
leaſt by nothing more,than Noiſe, and Nonſenſe.The || 
Gift of Tongues, or the Gift of Healing,or the Gift of || 
being ſubjed to Higher. Powers, for Conſcience ſake, || 
or for the Lord's, or any other fuck remarkable A- || 
poſtolical Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 never heard that || 
our Adverſaries on either 1ide did ever yet ſo}| 
much as pretend unto. They ſeem ro beas unapt to | | 
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tizs Lirinenſis expounds that Faſſage Deur, x3. I, 
2, 3. and applies it to a falſe Teacher in the Times 
of Chriſtiinity, in particular and by name, to Va. 
lentinus, Donatns, Photinus, Apollimarss, ) was not 
onely not to be beeded or hearkened to,bur alla was 
by ThacLaw to be put to Death; yea (one ſtep far- 
cher,) If an Angel from Heaven,who ſhall preach a- 


Incther Doarin than what hath bitherto been deli- 


ver'd, ( whereby. to lead us' into Rebellion, ' or 
Schiſm, or Sacrilege, or any Confpitacy whatſo- 


| [ever againft the Government we are under, muſt 
[be no otherwiſe entertain'd,than with an Anathe- | 
ima Maranatha; How much lels may our Shal{ower | 
land Vn5kilfuller Impotors be believed to-be of | 
(God upon their own ſingle Word, and without a| 
Witneſs, whilſt they cannot confirm or commend | 
their Novelties, no not ſo much as by ſeeming Mi- | 
racles? no not fo much as That Man of Sin, That | 


Son of Perdition, of whoſe Coming S.-Paul faith to 
Its / heJalonians, that 'tis after the working of Sa- 
tan,with all Power, and Sipns, and (with ftupen- 


dous,though) Yying Wonders 2 


But grant they had (what they have not) an A- 


Suppoſe they preached extremely well,” a3 "tis 
plain they do not,) yet Photinus and Neſtorius 


would go beyond them. Do 


|bilicy ro ſhew us ſome Signs and Wonders; yet A- | 
Tipollonius Tyanus would put them down. | 


| 
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| | rufl. Apolcg. 
| | cap.25.P.59. 


Webs . 


A Quomods ob | 


| bus Magmitu- 
| | do de irreli- 
| | gtofitare pro- 


Do they make ve.y long Prayers 2 So did the 
Phariſees tor a Pretence, that they might the more 
flily devour Orphans and W iXOws houſes, 

Have they a readineſs and facility in citing 


God's Oracles with as much ſubrilty and addreſs, 
as the keeneſt of our Recuſants (of what ſtrain ſo. 
ever) are wont to do, 


immediate Revelation ? So did Numa the Roman ; 


made S, Fobn exhort Chriſtians to Try the Spirits : 


phets are gone out into the World. 


Crucifixion of the Second + ? All tne Villanles 1n the 


Is God's permitting them to be pr.ſperows, or to 
ſin on with great Impunity, any Argument thar he || 
approves them ? No, 'ris the weakeſt way of reaſo- ||| 
ning which our Adveraries of Rome have deligh- || | 
red in. For,(befides that we find them confured of: ||| 
ten by their Afiions,)God permits,what he abo- || 
| minates, his 0«n Diſhonour, How patiently did he 
permic the Diſobedience of the Firſt Adam, and || 


Scripture? So had Zulian the Apoſiate when he 
difputed againſt the Goſpel. So had Satan in his 
| eines our Blefled "9: - When he wreſted 


Do they pretend their being warranted by an 


and fo did Eumenes the Greek - fo did Mahomed || 
che Saracen; and Alarichus the Goth: laſtly.,ſo did || 
the Pretenders in the Primitive Church ; which} 


I 


| alledging This for his reaſon, that many falſe Pro- | 


ot —_— — 


world |! 


[nation, which clear*d the Heads 0 
and warm'd their Hearts ? Can ir befaid they live | 
| firit and religious lives, though lives of Schiſm 
 [} | and Diſobedience to humane Laws and Lamwgivers, 
|expreſly ſaid in Holy Scripture to be the Ordinan- 
| ces of God 2 But-admir it were True, (which yer1s 


"_ 


"before we' Ernſt them. 


FI 


— 
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world do come to paſs by God's Permiſſ;on, how- 


1s) not hinder'd by force and violence, (inconſiſtent 


Sultan, and the great Cham, and the great Mogul, 
as well as the great Biſh:p of Rome, are by an e- 
qually-ſound Conſejuence the greate't Fawoy- 


' |rites of Heaven, And then theArgument of *Symma- 
| |chushad been unanſwerably concluſive ag inſt the 
 |Primitive Chriſtians, who for 3oo years and up- 


wards lay groaning under the Toke of the Heathens 


| Tyranny. Laſtly, if Permiſſton were ſtill a Mark of Ap- 
| [þrobation;Then Dionyſius (or Diagoras)had argued 
| logically well, when, having robb*d the Delphick 
| Zemple,8& immediately after eſcap'd a Shipwreck, he 
[gave it out,thatthe Gods had approv'dbisSacrilepe., 
 |Notat all that hebeliev*d,but laught atProvidence. | 
11. What now can be ſaid farther, in the be- | 


half of our Pretenders to the ſame _— Tllumi- 


ſo falſe,that it implies a Contradidion,) *twerenot 
E pre-' 


with a free and a moral Agent; ) Then'the great | 


ever contrary they are to his Rules and' Precepts, | 
And if preſperons [npiety does therefore ceaſe to be | 
| | {npiety,becauſe *ris proſperous and'permitted,(that | 


| 


| 
| 


[Si Romang' | 
i Religtones || 
iregna Pr e- 

ſtant, nnn=- 
quam retro 

;Judea Teg- 
'ndſſer, De- 

ſpefrix com- 
nium ifta- 
rum Divini- |! 
atum. Ter- |; 


the Apoftles, | 
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Marcellam. 


j | Philoſtrar. 
tt 3. 


1 Ideo me ernl- 
tare noveri- 

| tu, quia ad. 
buc Santius 

| per Toru 

1 Seculum ad. 
erabor.. 


| "in } [prevailing. For the Heretick Montanux grew io | 
| proud of his Strifneſs,of his Demure Courte of life 


in point of Abſtinence and Sobriety, and ſuffering 
Hardſhips, as to believe himſelf in Time to be The 
Paraclete downright ; not a Godly man onely, bur 
even The Holy Spirit of God.In which cale 'tis very 
evident, that even his ſtridineſs was his Diſeaſe:and 
that the Spirit which overrul'd him was from his 
Spleen, The Heathen Brach-nans allo of India were 
lo temperate, and chaſt,and ſo additted to Self-de- 
nials, ( in *order to their gaining upon the opi- 
nions of the People with whom they liv'd,) s 2 


A they ſeemed (in all appearance) to uſe This World 
. | as nct abuſingit: (exaftly fo as S. Paul exhorts the | | 


followers of Chriſt.) Such an externally-ſiri& Per- 
ſon was the Papalins 5, Francis ; who yer diſco. 
ver'd his Humility and paſſive Meekneſs (as 1 have 
read many years fince,apud Authcrem neſcio Quem, 


| as Cicero ſpeaks in the like caſe,) to have partly 


been a C loak,and partly an Infirument of his f ride, 
For, being ask'd why he rejoyced amid(t the bard- 


their Saints. Nereby we ſee the ſtrift Neccliity of 


them 


_——_—— 


—— 


ſhips of his Impriſonment, Becauſe ( ſaid he ) the | 


whole world will even adore and canonize me among | 


the laſt Rule] mention'd for the right uſing of the | 
Great Rule by w* the Spirits are $0 be Tried, For, | 
Laſtly, by negletiing to 7ry the Spirits of Pre- |, 


| on. Y [ SA og om aa c—_ Aw. Am 4 


renders, whether 0r r.0 they be of God, (and totry 
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 [cheretore be well confider'd, and carried conſtantly in 
[mind by ſuch as Thele,that ofthe two 'tis leſs intole- 
[rableto be a Swearer,than a Rebel; aDrunkard, than a 
| Thief; a common Thief, than a Sacrilegious one ; and a | 
[leſs horrid thing,to be corporally vile, than to be ſpiri- 
|tually proud of one's own Perfefions.Wemult beware 
[of all the former, as we ever hope to fly from the wrath 


 |Ipocrifte, and Rebellion, and intoxicati 


' be... Are I RT; "IVE 


|by the late Emitfarizs of Rome,) fo ſtrangely ſhallow, 


[bur Envy, and Malice, and Schiſm.and Sacrilege,Hy- 
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chem impartially by every part of That Touchſtone I] 
lately gave, ) How very many have we known of our 
poor Separatifts inEngland, (atted as they have been | 


and owver-credulous, as readily to imagin that every 
Schiſmarick is a Saint,who is not a Sabbath-breaker, 
or Swearer,not a Drunkard, or an Adulterer, and is ſo 
or ſo qualified in point of Fudgement ; or (to ſpeak 
more exaly )in point of Party,and of Opinion*le mult 


to come ; but more eſpecially of the /atter, as being 
much the more Luciferian Sins; Sins which can never 
attend men to Heaven, having brought down the An- 
gels of Heaven to Hell. - Drunkenneſs and Whoredom 
(however damning)are Sins the Devil cannot commit : 
ng Pride, are pe- 
culiar to him ; they. are the Devil's 5 

chat they are properly call'd Deviliſh in Men, or 
Chriftians,whereever. found. And as Theſe of all Sins 
are much the moſt Dzabolical, ſo they are the moſt 
damning : of any other, for ought 1 can colle& from 


E 2 the 


ins ſo properly, | 
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| Matth.23. 
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* 2 Pete2.9, _ 


| 
P; 


| the wards of Chrift,. (atth, 23, 14.) and by the 


words .of'S,Peter,(2 Pet.2.9,4 0.) It they who hate 


| our Congregations and way of Worthtp, becauſe 
they judge the Holy Ghoſt to have for/aken our Mee- || 


tings,and to dwell onely in theirs,or becauſe. we do 
not eality /hut the Door againſt Sinners, ( till by 
Authority authoriz'd,) though they are underthe 


| Reputation either of Drunkenneſs, or Whoredom,or 


any other the like Scandalous and Deadly Sin, but 
not under the Sentence of legal Excommunication, 
(till when wecannot /awfullythut them our from 
our Commun1on,)l ſay;it the Cenſurers of our Pa- 


| tlence and Longanimity towards ſuch would but 
| turn their, Eyes inmards,or duely refle& uponthem- | 
| /elves,and compare thoſe Sins which tbe Devil ne- | 
| ver commits,with thoſe ſeveral other Sins whichare | 
[proper to him ; If they would not onely obſerve,but 
| alſo remember, and conſider, -and.religioutly /ay to 
beart,the terrible Emphaſis and forceS. Peter puts | 
on the word 45, ſaying of Them who deſpiſe | 
 Goverament,that they are chiefly, or.moſt eſpecially, | 
Teſerved.by the Lord unto the day of Fudgament to: 
be puniſhed ; and the moſt formidable']Impartance 


of That Greater Damnation.,which our Saviour.has 


| denounced againſt thoſeHypacrites,who for a Pre- 
| tence do make Iong Prayers ; 1 fay again, it our dif-| 
ſenting & ſeparating Brethren (in love and pity to | 
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whoſe Souls we pray & preach tor their Conformi- | 
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Cha-1ry of our Communion, arid with leſs Arrogance 
of their own. They would not ſeparate from us Then, 
unl=1s for contrary Inducem?nts than now do move 
chem, They would leparate from us Then jn art humble 
opinion. of their own Vilenefs; ſaying from the heatr 
with the meek Centurion, Lord, we are'not worthy that 
Thou ſbculdſt enter un fer our Roof, and are by conſe- 

uence. unworthy to have admittance: under 7hine. 
They would not ſeparate from us:Zhen, '\unlels in the 
Spirit ot S. Peter.afraid-co approach unto Chriſt him- 
ſelf, with a Depart from me, O Lord, for [am a Sinfull 


man. They would not\eparate from us Then, tike thoſe | 
Il /dolaters in Iſaiah, with a Stand farther off come not 


near tous, for we are holier than you”; But rarher, like 
the Lepers under the Law of Leprofie ; , -would cover 


[their faces with Gontufion,and {tand aloot.trom! God's 


|[Houſe,occuſeng themſelves of their Uncleahneſs > or.like 
che Tiegoadates & Caratflors in the Primitive Times 


of Diſcipline, falling down flat upon their faces,”not 


in the Church, but the Churchyard, at an humble Di- 
ſtance,)would beg the Charity-of 7heir Prayers whom 
they ſaw entring into. God's Houle at the Times of 
Prayer, Were they ſuch Separatiſts as:Theſe, and from 


we ſhould 


TCa- 
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ty) would havethe Patienceand the Hamilicy t ro chew 
enough on theſe things, They-would think with more] 


ſuch 2 Principle as 7his,' from the exceſes onely of} 
| Meekneſs, and not of Pride, \we ſhould receive them 
[with the Embraces of Arms and Hearts : 


| 
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hip ; we thould conclude the Holy Ghoſt had fo de- 
(cended upon their Souls, as once he did upon the 
Head' af the 1 2 Apoſiles, or rather upon the Hearts of 
th. ſe 3000 who at S.Peter's one Sermon were added 


to them : Though not in the Edifying Gifts which were 


Graces which were infuſed into the /atter. 

& 12. Bur having ſpoken enough already of 7rying 
the Spirits in other men, I think it fic to ſay ſomething 
of Trying them allo in our ſelves. For conſidering the 
words of the Prophet Zeremy, The Heart of man 3s de- 
ceitfull above all things;and that *ris given to very few, 
(few.1 mean, in compariſon, )ro know what Spirits they 
are of ; 1 guels it concerns us all 1n general, andevery 


| | oneoft us in particular,to reſume the whole Text, and 


bring it home unto our ſelves ; to ſearch and try our 
own Hearts,and to examin our own Spirits, whether or 
no they are of God. 'Twas the Precept of Pythagoras to 
every man of his Se, that he ſhould bring himſelf to 
the Teſt,or call himſelfro an Accompt,every Evening 


ory 8x tein; what he had done in That Day which 


omitted which*twas his Duty to have done:Nor was he 
to ſuffer himſelfro /leep, Oill he had made up this Rec- 


Rs your 
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, readily atford them even the Right hand of F llow.\ 


beſtowed upon the former , yet in the Sanifying | e 


01 


br 


ſo 


of his whole Life, with a T17 Taptclu 3 719 tize 5 71 peat [a 


he ought to have omitted, and what good thing he had 


koning three ſeveral Times. So *twas the Precept of \ſl 
S. Paulin his z4 Epiſtle to the Corinthians, Examin || 


Ly 
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" Defore 1e 1 ruſt them. 


| 
| 


p.\||your ſelves whether ye be in the Faith : (meaning That 
Faith which does work by Love all manner of Obedi- 
ence tothe Law of Chriſt's Goſpel : ) izors; Suuae, 
prove Or try your own ſelves, whether ye have nor yet 
received the True Faith of Chrift ; or whether, having 
re||once received, ye ſtill retain it, Anow ye not your own 
72 lfſelves how that Zeſus G briſt is in you,except ye be Repro- 
bates 2 So S. Paul reaſon'd with hi3 Corinthians ; and 
22 || ſo muſt we with or within our felves.Know we not that 
ig ||Chriſt is in us,by the Preſence of his Spirit2and by the 
ie || Power of his Word? and by the evident effeds of His 0- 
e- peration? Such 2s our Sorrow for oar fins paſt,our ha- 
Y,||tred of our ſelves in Remembrance of them, and our 
&) |[ſtedfaſt Reſolutions of better life ? Know we not that 
y [Chriſt is in us by ſuch Evidences as Thele ? If we do, 
1d ||Then let us treat him in ſuch a manner,as may become 
ur If Divine a Gueſt. But it we do nor, we have ſome rea- 
07 \|[ſon to fear,leſt we-have finn'd-away our Saytour,as ar-' 
Ollrant Reprobates and Caſtaways ; as men unworthy to be 
(O lkcall'd Chriſtians ; as men who either are not at all Re- 
18 \benerate, or ele are fallen from Thar Stare of Regene- 
«i [ration which we were in;or(to exprels it with S, Paul) 
ch jþs men who have received the Grace of God in wain. | 
id [|And as it concerns us on all occafions to try the Spi- 
Ne ic which is in us, whether'ris a good,or an evil Spirit; 
o moſt eſpecially does it.concern us at ſuch a Timeas| - 
of ||Fhis is, when we Tread in God's Courts,to offer up the 
in | Goſpel-facrifice of Supplication and Ta 
Y ear | - 
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hear His Word,& to partake of his Sacraments. ( Duties 
equally belonging co the firſt Sunday of the-month.) 
For the Bread of God's Children.muſt not be caſt untof 
the Dogs ; and the Food which is Spiritual belongs.ta 
Them onely who can ſpiritually diſcern \t, and who live 
not after the Fleſh. but after the Spirit. 1 do not mean 
after every Spirit, (tor thereare many more than good, 
|as1fhew!d before, )but after The Spirit that i-of God ; 
The Spirit of Holine/?,and 7ruth; The Spirit of Unity, 
and To : The Spirit of Meckneſs, and of Order ; The 
Spirit of Singleneſs, and Sincerity.;-The Spirit of Wi if 
dom, and Underſtanding ; The Spirit of Counſel, and 
Ghoſtly Strength ; The Spirit of fnowledge, and true 
Godlineſs;and laſtly, The Spirit of God's Holy Rear;(as 
the divine Prophet [aiah did" him. reſting apon 
Chriſt,of whom the good King Hezekiab was but.g Lype 
in, That place.) Unto all which 1f I ſhould, add, Zhe 
Spirit of Promile.C with S. Paul,)and The Spirit of, Pro. 
>. | phecy(with S, Zobn,)The Spirit of Grace,(with holyZa- 
chary,)and The Spirit of Glozy,Cwith S. Peter,)I'ſhould | 
bur ſay, The ſame. Spirit, in the vindicating of whom | 
from the many F alſe Spirits, which (in this laſt Age 
el] pecially)haye been debauching the Chriſtian World, 
I have imploy'd the lictle Time which is ellow'd for 
chis Part of our Morning Service, 


To Him therefore with; The Father, in their Utity with || 
The Sor, Sing we Hoſannahs, and Hallelujabs, Bleſſing, Glorg2l| * 


Honour, and Power, To Him that liveth for evermore. 


